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has suspended practice) lawyers not for any unprofessional conduct
but for holding certain political opinions no matter how strong
or extreme. I should not be surprised if this notice served upon
Babu Bimalanand results in stiffening his brother-practitioners of
Dacca and making some of them at least leave the law-courts,
even if it is by way of protest against courts being turned into
engines of political oppression.
A BLESSING
Borodada (Dwijendranath Tagore)1 sends me a beautiful little
letter covering the following lines :
My views concerning the speeding and slackening motion of the
Great Vessel which is just now bearing in its bosom the earnest prayers
of the sons and daughters of India for the advent of a new era of peace
and good-will to mankind in this travailing earth of ours.
A wise captain slackens the speed of his vessel whilst moving in
the right direction, whenever it arrives at a spot abounding in dangerous
rocks, and speeds his vessel as soon as he enters into the open sea which
is free from all sorts of such impediments. But a foolish captain steers his
vessel in a wrong direction for fear of rocks, where there is no such thing
whatever under the sea, and proceeds towards an unknown region where
hidden rocks are lying in wait to shatter his vessel into fragments the
moment it approaches their dwelling place,
Mahatma Gandhi is guiding his vessel in the former way, while
his advisers want him to take the latter course.
I hope that at the end of the chapter it will be possible to
say that I was "a wise captain". I can truthfully say that I have
never in my life been so storm-tossed as I am at the present
moment. I have hitherto flattered myself with the belief that I
have a fair measure of my capacity as also my limitations, but just
now I seem to be in deeper waters than I should care to find
myself in. The prayers, therefore, and blessings of one so pure
and so good as Borodada are most welcome to me at this juncture.
TERRIBLE IF TRUE
A correspondent, who sends in his name for my information
but signs himself as "Punjab Nationalist", writes as follows :
In your issue of the 16th instant you write as follows:2
"The Sikh awakening seems to be truly wonderful.   Not only has
1 Elder brother of Rabindranath Tagore
2 Vide Vol. XXII, p. 414.